
UNITED STATES ENVIRON ENTAL PROTECTIO AGE CY 
REGIO 2 

290 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 

0 2 1 

1r tor f a~ cy 

ear Mr. ummmg : 

gene ( ~ P ) i charg d 'th the pr t ction of human 
R ur c on erv lion an R o ry ct (R RA , 42 

, a amend d by the Hazardous and lid ast men ments of 1984 (H ), the P pr mulgated rule regulati ns and tandards go eming th handling and management of hazard u ' t t forth in 40 .. R. Parts 260-272. For the purpo fthis • otice f Violati nan Inti rmati n R qu t th hazard u ' a t r gulation go ming th g n rati n fhazardo ast wer promulgat din 1980 and amended by H in 19 4. 

The tate of w Y rk i authoriz d by th P t conduct a hazard us wast program under ection 3006 of R 'RA. 42 r.s.C. 6926 and i authoriz d to enforc R he P has r tain d it auth rity t en r e th hazardou waste rule and r gulati ns in the tat of 1e Y rk. 

portion f this 1 u r ( Encl ur I is issued pursuant to Section 3 0 li aste Dispo I Act, as amend d by R RA and H WA, 42 U.S.C. 
§ § 6901,692 . Is uance of this NOV and compliance with its terms do not pr elude EPA from taking formal enforcement action against y u and/or your company, including a monetary penalty, under§ 3008 ofRCRA, 42 U.S.C. § 692 , or any other applicabl regulati nor statute. 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3007 of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. § 6927, EPA may require parties who handle or have handl d hazardotis waste to pro ide information relating to such wastes. Pursuant to the statutory provisions cited above, EPA hereby requires that you provide the 

Internet Address (URq • http:/lwww.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable 011 Based Inks on Reeycled Paper (Minimum 50"/o Postconsumer content) 



information request d in nclosur II u ing the in tructions and definitions included 

in Enclo ure m. This information is neces ary to d termin the omplian e tatus f Kings 

County Hospit I C nter. 

Th re nse to the requ st in th attachment mu be mail d to th foil ing addre 

Abdo l Jabar 

En ironmental ngineer 

R RA omplian Branch 

Division of nforcement and ompHance istance 

U. . n ironmental Prot ction gency- Region 2 

2 0 Broad ay 21 t Floor 

e Yor Y 10007-l 66 

You may if you o e ir ass rt a bu ine confidentiality laim co ering all r part of the 

irm rmation herein r qu ted. The claim rna b a rted y pla ing on (or atta hin to) the 

inti nnation at th tim it is submitt d a co er she stam d or typed with the leg nd or other 

uitable orm of no tic such as "trad e ~ t " " ropri tary " or "company confi entia!''. Th 

claim h uld et forth th information reque te in 40 Cod o Fed raJ Regulations (40 .F.R.) 

cti n 2.2 4( 4 . lnli rmation co ered by uch a claim will be disci ed b P n1 t the 

ext nt permitted by and by m an ofpr due t fi rth in, 40 C.F.R. Part 2. EP ill review 

the information to d t rrnine the extent o confid ntiality of the information, and may, at its 

di c tion challeng the confidentiality claim pursuant to the procedur s t forth at 40 C.F:R. 

Part 2. If no such claim a c mpani s the information wh n it is received by EPA, it may be 

made availabl to th public by EP without further n tic to you. 

Thi information r quest is not subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act 

(PRA), as amended, 44 U.S.C. Part 3501 et seq. 

For consistency, please provide your answers in a format which is keyed to the sections as 

outlined in Enclosure IT to this letter. 
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If you ha e an qu tions re arding thi matt r ple contacl Mr. bdo I Jabar at 212 637-
4051 or jabar.abdool .epa.go . 

incerel yours 

nclo ur 

si tan e 

I - otice iolation 
nclosur 11 - lnformati n Requ t 
nclo ur ill- Instructions & D finition 

~ nclo ur IV- ertification o An w r 

up rvt r 
ast ompliance nit 

D partment of nvironm ntal 
C n rvation 
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EN SURE I 

l. Pursuant to 6 Nl'CRR § 373-3. d ), a generator storing contain rs holding hazardous 

waste must mark such containers with the words "hazardous waste" and with other words 

identifying th ir contents: 

(a) At the time of the referenced inspection, Kings County Medical Center stored: 

Thirty two 1 lb. and nine 2 lb. containers of expired chemicals in the hazardous waste 

container storage area and these containers were not marked with the words "hazardous 

waste" and other words to identify their contents. 

(b) At the time ofthe refi renced inspection, Ki ngs County Medical Center stored: 

Four 5 gallon containers which were marked "hazardous waste" but were not 

marked with other words to describe their contents. These containers were stored in 

the hazardous waste container storage area. 

2. Pur uant to 6 NYCRR § 372.2(a)(8)(i)(a), a generator may accumulate up to 55 gallons of 

hazardous waste or 1 quart of acutely hazardous waste in containers at or near any point 

of generation where wastes initially accumulate, which is under the control of the 

operator of the process generating the waste, without permit or interim status provided 

that the generator: 

(a) Marks the containers with the words "hazardous waste" and other words that 

identify the contents of the containers. 

(b) At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital stored two 1 gallon, one 1 quart 

and six 1 pint containers in a satellite accumulation area in Pathology, two 1 gallon 

satellite containers from two tissue processors in Cytology and one tray accumulating 

hazardous waste in hematology. The aforesaid mentioned containers were not marked 

with the words "hazardous waste" and other words to identify their contents. 

3. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 372.2(b)(ii), a generator may accumulate hazardous waste for a 

period of 90 days or less provided that the date upon which each period of accumulation 

begins is clearly marked and visible for inspection on all containers, tanks and storage 

areas. 

At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital Center stored in the hazardous 

waste container storage room, five 5 gallon, thirty two 1 poun<;l and nine 2 pound 

containers of hazardous waste and the containers were not marked with accumulation 

start dates. 

4. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 373.3(b), a facility must be maintained and operated to 
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minimi~ th po ibility fa fire or expl 
r I f hazardous wast r hazard us 

or any unplann d sudd n or non-sudd n 
con titu nts t air oil or surt1 ce wat r. 

t th time of U1 insp ction Kings ounty Ho pi tal enter did not tore two broken 
flu re cent light ulb in a ontain r in th boiler r m an ther w re shards of glas on 
th fl r fr m the breaka e pent fluor nt light buJbs in th ni rsal Waste 

5. Pur uant to 6 Y RR 373-3 .2 g 4 i a large quantity g nerator mu t do ument th 
job tit I for ea h p iti n at the facility r lated to hazardous waste manag m nt and nam 
tb mplo ee filling each j b. 

6. 

7. 

t the tim of the in p eli n IGng ounty Hospital enter did not ha th d urn nt 
d crib din th paragraph ab 

Pur uant t 6 
wriucn job d 
it f iii . 

g n rat r mu t pre ar a 
to hazardou w te management at 

n Kings unty H spit nt r did not pr ar a written job 
n a it relat s t hazardou wast at its facility. 

RR 37 -3.2 g 4) iii a Jar e quantity generator must ha e a written 
the type and amount f th intr du tory and continuing training that ill 

t hazard us wa te managem nt. 

time of the in p ction. King unty Ho pi tal ' nter id not ha a written 
ription f the am unt of intr ductory and c ntinuin training that will given t 

a h p r n r lated to haz rdou wa t manag ment. 

Pursuant t 6 RR 373-3.2 g 1 i) (ii and iii) the training program mu t 
dire l d b a p r n trained in hazar ou ast managem nt pr cedur s and must in Jude 
in tru ti n which teaches fa iliry p rsonn 1 hazardou wa te procedur including 

nting ncy plan impl mentation) rele ant to th positi in whi h they ar mploy d. 
Th c mp n nt ar : 

(1 Pr cedur for using in pe ting r pairing and replacing facility mergency 
and monitoring equipment. 

(2) Communicati n or alann systems 
(3) R ponse to fi re and e plosions 
(4) Shutdown of facility 

At the time of the inspection Kings County Ho pi tal Center did not have documentation 
to prove that its training program is directed by a person trained in hazardous waste 
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management pro edur s. 

9. Pursuan to 6 ry RR 373-3.2(g 2), facility p rsonnel at a Jar e quantity generator 

facility must ha e uccessfully completed the training program by the efiective date of the 

regulations or six month after th date of their employment. 

At the time of the insp ction, Kings County Hospital Center did not produce any records 

to show that facil ity personnel were trained as required in the paragraph above. 

10. Pur uant to 6 NYCRR § 373-3.2(g)(3), facility personnel must take part in an annual 

review of the initial training required. 

At the tim of the insp ction, Kings County Hospital Center did not produce r cords to 

sho that its facility p rsonnel handling hazardous waste took part in the annual review 

of their initjal training. 

11. Pursuant to 373-3.2 (g)(5), training records on current personnel have been kept 

permanent at the facility. 

At the time of the in pe tion, Kings County Hospital Center did not keep training records 

of the current personnel handling hazardous waste. 

12. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR §373-3.4(b)(l), a large quantity generator must have a 

Contingen y Plan or some other plan which incorporates hazardous waste management. 

At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital Center did not have a contingency 

plan or some other plan which incorporates hazardous waste management. 

13. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR §373-3.4(c)(l ), a facility's contingency plan must include the 

following: 
A description of actions facility personnel must take in responses to fires, 

explosions or any sudden or non-sudden releases of hazardous waste or hazardous 

waste constituents to the air, soil or surface water. 

At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital Center did not include a description 

of actions facility personnel must take in responses to fires, explosions or any sudden or 

non-sudden releases of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents to the air, soil or 

surface water. 

14. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR §373-3.4(c)(3), a facility's contingency plan must include the 

following: 
A description of arrangements agreed to by local police departments, fire 

departments, hospitals, contractors and State and local emergency response teams 

to coordinate emergency services. 
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15. 

t the time o th insp ti n, Kings ounty lo pita! ent r did not hav a de cription 
the arrangem nts as r quir d by 6 RR 373-3.4 c) 3 . 

Pursuant to 6 
folio\.\ · ng: 

am 

a facility s contingen plan must includ the 

and hom phon number of all persons qualified to 

t th tim th in p ti n King ounty Ho pital nt r did not ha e th name 
addr ss and h me phon number ofaJl ers n qualified to a t m rg nc c ordinator 
in nting nc plan. 

16. Pur u nt to 6 RR 373-3.4 c 5 a fa ility s contin nc plan must includ th 
llo ing: 

An up-to-dat list of all mergency equipment at the fa ility and decontamination 
quipm nt. h re thi quipment is re uir d. 

t th tim fth in pection Kings County o pita! nt r did n t ha e an up-to-date 
li t fall emergen y quipment at th f: it it nd de ontamination quipment, wh r 
thi equipment i r quired in a contingenc plan. 

17. Pur uant t 6 Y RR '373-3.4 6 ali ility' s ntingency plan must include th 
fl II wing: 

n uation plan for facility per nnel wher ther i a p sibility that 
a uation uld be n ary. 

At th tim of th insp ction Kings ounty o pi tal ent r did not ha an acuation 
plan in a c nting n plan. 

I . Pu uant to 6 RR 373-3.4 d 1 c pi s of th c ntingenc planar maintain d a 
th facilit . 

t th tim of th in p tion King County Hospital enter did not maintain 
copi ofth canting n y plan at th facility. 

19. Pursuant to 6 ' CRR §373-3 . d 2), copies of the contingen y plan ha e n 
ubmitt d to all ! cal police d partrncnts, fire departments ho pital , and tate and local 
mergen respon teams thatmay e called upon to pro ide emerg n y servic s. 

7 



At th time of the inspecti n, King ounty Ho pi tal C nter did not pr ide copies of its 

conting n y plan to all I cal lice departm nts, fir d partments, ho pitals, and tate 

and local mergency response t ams that may be called upon to provide mergency 

rvi s. 

20. Pur uant to 6 YCRR 374-3.2(e)(5), a small quantity handler of universal waste must 

lab 1 ach lamp or ea h container or package containing such lamps with the words 

"Univer al Waste-Lamps" or "Wa te Lamps"or "Used Lamps." 

At th time of th inspection, King County Hospital Center was storing five boxes and 

ten nt fluor ent light bulb in the boiler room and twenty one of th contain r of 

spent flu rescent light bulbs in th Universal Storage Area and all the aforesaid bulbs and 

container were not lab led as p r requirement. 

21. Pursuant to 6 CRR § 374-3.2 d)(i), mall Quantity Handlers ofUni ersal Waste 

mu t manage sp nl fluorescent Light bulbs in containers or packages that are structurally 

sound, ad quate to pr ent breakage and compatible with the contents ofthe lamps. 

Container or package are closed and show no evidence of leakage, spillage, or damage. 

At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital Center did not store ten spent 

fluor cent light bulbs in a container in the boiler room. 

22. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 374-3.2(e)(5), a small quantity handler of universal waste must 

label each container in which batteries are stored or each battery with the words 

"Universal Waste-batteries" or "Waste Batteries" or "Used Batteries." 

At the time of the inspection, there were 20 NiCd batteries stored in the Boiler Room; 

two 10 gallon containers ofbatteries in the Universal Waste Storage Room; 14 NiCd and 

8 lead-acid batteries in the carpenter workshop; 4 NiCd battery packs in the generator 

room and all of the aforesaid containers or batteries were not labeled with the words 

"Universal Waste-batteries" or "Waste Batteries" or "Used Batteries". 

23. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 374-3.2(f)(3), Small Quantity Handlers of Universal Waste must 

be able to demonstrate the length of time by marking the date, maintaining an inventory 

or by any other method. 

At the time of the inspection, Kings County Hospital Center was not able to demonstrate 

the length oftime it stored its Universal Waste batteries and fluorescent light bulbs 

described in paragraphs "20", "21" and "22". 

8 



II 

Ba d on a r ie\ o the infonnation obtain d durin lhi R insp tion th "Inspection" 
detennin d that th foil ing information i r quired to aJuate the com Iiane ofth 

enter. 

1. ilh regard t the vi lations cit d in the abo e otic o Violation ncl ure I pleas 
pro id I) a de cri ption of lh actions taken to orrecl th violation cited and pr vide 
d umentation includin photograph where applicable erifying that each iolation has been 
corr ct d · or (2 a rebuttal f the iolations. 

n is May 20 II through the dar of 

2. Pri r to Ma 2012, ing ounty H spital ent r an pi die Large uantity encrator 
and had not g n rated P li ted w te· could you indicat if u h w t v as g n rated? If s 
what \! as th amount generated and how as th \! a t di po ed? Pleas pr ide 
d umentation. 

3. Prior t May 2012, King C unt H pitaJ nt r wa an pi odic uantity a nerat r 
o hazardous w te. 

(a Wer th mpl yee transporting hazardou \ aste from the satelli~ c umuJation areas to the 
hazardous wa t contain r storag area s and th working in the hazardou waste c ntainer 
torage ar s train d r quired by 6 Y RR 37 -3.2 2 and g 3 ? How many 

emplo invol ed in th e tasks? Ifth y w retrained Je pr vid d cum ntation for 
ach empl 

b th merg n y c r inator( trained in th manag m nt of hazard u v a t train d as 
required b 6 i rv ,RR , 373-3.2 g (2) and (g 3 ? Jfy pr id th d cum ntation. 

(c) Aft r May 20 12, t ric cl to k o er th tran ort of hazardou 
t the hazardous waste container storage ar a and aJ the maintenanc of th hazardou wa t 
contain r t rage area. How many of t ri ycle employ s w re in ol d in th e tasks? ere 
Steric cl mplo e trained required by 6. RR 373-3.2 g 2) and g 3 . If yes 
provide docum ntation for each employee. 

(d) At th time f the in p ction, did Kings County Hospital Center pre par any of th trammg 
documentation required by the LQG requirement? If yes, when wa the documentation 
prepared? Provide a copy. 

4. At the time of the inspection, did Kings County Hospital Center make any arrangem nts with 
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the local police departments, ftc departments, hospitals, contract rs and State and local 

emergency respon e t ams to co rdinate emergency services if needed. 

If yes, provide a d scription of arrangements agreed to by local polic d partments, fire departments 

ho pitals, contractors and tate and local emergency response teams to coordinate emergeoc 

services. 
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In responding to tbi Request for Information appl the following instructi ns and definitions: 

1. The signatory hould be an officer or agent who i authoriz d to re pond n behalf of th 
compan or fa ility. The signatory must ompl t and return the attach d C rtification 

2. 

of n wer to Re poo to Requ st for lnformation Encl sur 

A compl te r pon 
infonnati n. ldenf 
addre s d. 

must be made to each individual qu stion in this requ st for 
ea h answer with th numb r of th question to whi h it is 

3. In preparin your re pon to ach que tion con ult with all pre nt and former 
mploye and agents of the c mpany or fa ility v bo ou ha e r a n to beli ve may be 

familiar with the matter to which the que tion pertain . 

4. ln answering each qu ion, identify all contributing ource of information. 

5. If you are unable to an wer a que tion in a detailed and complete mann r or if you are 
unabl to pr i e any f the information or documents r que t d, ind icate th reason for 
your ina il ity to do so. 1 you haver as n to b lieve that there is an indi idual who may 
b able t provide more d tai l or do urn nt ti n in r p nse to any que tion state that 
person's name and last known address and phone number and the rea ons for your beli f. 

6. If you cannot pro id a precise ans\1 er to any question, pi a appro imate and stat the 
rea n or y ur inability to be p ci fic. 

7. For ach d cument produced in response to this Request for Infi rrnation,indicate on the 
document or in me other reasonable manner, the number of the que tion to which it 
applie . 

8. If any1hing is deleted from a document produced in response to this Request for 
Information, state the reason for and the subject matter of the deletion. 

9. If a document is requ t d but is not available, state the reason for its unavailability. In 
addition, identify any such document by author, date, subject matter, number of pages, 
and all recipients and their addresses. 

10. The company and/or facility for the purposes of this Request for Information is Kings 
County Hospital Center located at 451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203. 
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11. A generator of hazardous waste for the purpo es of this Reque t for Information shall be 
defined as any per on (which includes this facility), by site, whose act or process 
produces hazardous waste or who e act fir cause a hazardous waste to become subject 
to regulation. 

12. olid wa t hall be defined for the purposes of this Request for Information as that term 
is defined in Section 1004(27) ofRCRA, as amended, 42 U.S.C. Part 6903(27). 

13. Ha.zardou waste shall be defmed for the purposes of this Request for Information as that 
term is deflned in ection 1004(5) ofRCRA, as amended, 42 U.S.C. Part 6903(5). 

14. Manage halJ be d flned for the purposes of this Request for Information as to market, 
generate. treat, store, dispose or otherwise handle. 
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TI 0 ER TO Q F Rl F R TIO 

I certi fY un r p n It of Ia that J ha e p r onally examin d and am familiar ith th 
in ormation submitt din r pon to P ' Request for Information and al l d cum nt 
ubmitted h re-.: ith· that the ubmitted infonnati n i tru accurat and compl te· and that all 

d urn nt ubmitted h rewith are compl t and authentic unJ s oth rwi e indi ated. I am 
aware that there ar ignificant penalties for ubmitting false information in luding the 
pos ibilit offin and impri nment. 

r type) 

0 . --------

-----------,---.--
TITL 
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